
 

Willow Newsletter  

 Spring Term 2023 

Welcome back Willow class! We hope that you have had a relaxing break and made some  
special memories over the holiday. We look forward to taking the next step in our learning  
journey this term! 

 
Learning This Term: 
This term has a title of ’Our Planet’ and will have a special focus on deforestation, biodiversity 
and the environment. We will be learning about the Mayan culture in history, its society, its  
development and its eventual decline. In geography we will investigate rainforests, where they 
are situated, the biological communities within this habitat and climate zones. In addition to our 
study of rainforests, we will look at the global & environmental issues linked to deforestation.  
In art we will be making Mayan masks, creating artefacts and in technology sewing dart frogs 
and making a range of healthy, tasty treats.  

In science we will continue our learning about living things and their habitats. We will also learn 
more about food chains and important scientific conservation projects.  
Maths will focus mainly on fractions and decimals this term, however times tables will continue 
to be an important topic, in preparation for the statutory tests in June. 
Please look at our Medium Term Plan to find out more about the exciting learning planned for 
this term.   

Class Books: 
We have some really great books to help inspire our reading and writing 
skills for this term. These include: ‘The Great Kapok Tree’ by Lynne 
Cherry, ‘The Tin Forest’ by Helen Ward and ‘Chocolate from Bean to 
Bar’ by Anita Ganeri. 

 
Key Dates this term may include: 

Educational Visit to Yorkshire Wildlife Park: 14th March 
Class Learning Share: 1st March 9:15 am 

Swimming lessons: March 23rd, 30th 
                        April 27th 

                                                     May 4th, 11th, 18th, 25th 
       June 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th 

PE  

PLEASE ensure that your child remembers to bring their FULL PE kit. It is very important that 
children attend PE lessons and don’t have to miss due to recent ear piercings, etc. We will also 
begin swimming in March. More information will follow about this. 
 
Home Learning  
Please continue to use the ‘Boom Reader’ app to record home reading. The expectation is that 
children will record 3 reads each week, which will contribute towards a reward at the end of the 
half-term.  Practising times tables is vital for year 4 children, as they will take a statutory  
assessment on this in the summer term.  
Please continue to use Spelling shed to practise spellings weekly. 
Other home learning challenges will be set in books, for some fun ideas linked to our curriculum. 
 

Mrs Hill and Team 

Our Hook Day for the topic will be on Thursday 12th January. This will be an art and 
technology focus day. Children are invited to dress up if they would like to, inspired 

by any of our upcoming learning. See the next page for examples. 



 

Costume ideas (Rainforest animals, Mayans, explorers) 


